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Panus rudis Fr.

4348 Classification :
ZILER - ZEE  EBTFEM

Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota

415 Habitat :
&0 ~ A EiEiE L

On wound, dead trees or stumps
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This mushroom is characterized by having a beautiful violet, hairy and
fan-shaped cap. Fruiting body has a short, central, off-center or lateral
stalk, and a tough and thin flesh. Capis fan-shaped or wedge-shaped
to somewhat irregular in outline, convex becoming plane or depressed,
reddish to purplish when fresh, fading to purplish-brown to tan with age,
2.5-10 cm in diameter, surface dry, covered with dense, coarse, stiff, velvety

hairs. Gills are decurrent, close, narrow, edges entire, white, creamy, or
colored like the cap. Spores are colorless or yellowish, smooth, elliptical,
5-7 pm long x 2-3 pm wide.

This mushroom grows usually in groups on damaged or dead wood or
rotting stumps. It is interesting to note that although this mushroom has
gills on the underside of the cap, it is still a polypore mushroom according
to DNA analysis. There are actually some examples of “gilled” polypore
which might have developed such character due to convergent evolution.
According to the literature, this fungus is edible when young and the
fruiting body has medicinal value of curing various skin problems.
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Pleurotus ostreatus (Jacq.) P. Kumm.

48 Classification :

FIER - &WH - EFEM

Pleurotaceae, Agaricales, Basidiomycota

418 Habitat :

R ~ B0 ~ REIIEUSHE b

On wound, dead trees or stumps

This mushroom is commonly known as an oyster mushroom and has been
popular throughout the world as an edible species. Fruiting body is either
stemless or having short stalk which is solid, lateral or sometimes central,
usually hairy or downy at least at base. Cap is white, violet-gray, yellowish
or dark gray, oyster- or fan-shaped, convex becoming plane or sometimes
funnel-shaped, margin usually inrolled when young, later wavy or lobed.
Gills are fairly close, decurrent, white or tinged gray but often pale yellow
in old age. Spores are pale lilac or lilac-gray, oblong to elliptical, smooth,

7-9 pm long x 3-4 pm wide.

The mushroom usually grows in clusters on stumps and fallen trunks, and
associated with cracks, wounds on living trees. It is an indicator of poor
or declining health. The morphology and color of the cap may be variable
dependent on the location of the fruiting body. The cap is generally
darker in sunlight and correspondingly paler in dim surroundings. The
mushroom is also known as “nematophagus fungus”, since its hyphae
excrete toxic chemical to paralyze nematodes, and the hyphae resolve and
absorb nematodes’ body.
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Tremella fuciformis Berk.

4348 Classification :

REFL REH - B

Tremellaceae, Tremellales, Basidiomycota

415 Habitat :
M~ MBTEEE

On dead branches, dead trees or stumps

REEFHBHENEFR  —HENGBER - TEE
A BEBER  HREENE 0 AOEEEEEH
& FIRMEE  BE BRRRSEERE R R
BRI - TP EE - EFR » tiE  B7-1400K X
B 5-8.50k

IRE G HBNREERRIREL - A RIREN
U T Gk BEEBINRKRELNPAR - &
BIFIR - B REERBIE L - AT EERERE

b SREXEA TEE ) BRI AR SRS
/E\ =}

o

HEOPETFEERELENRARG  FHEEE
MEEEW > RTRLEE  BEERR  BHOER
& HRBERYELARE - AFEe  REEPVEE
B » ot - BHERE - RO-1150k X T4-5

FREIAR L - 5[EAMBERTIR » &
BREFRWEEREED - R
BERNFEE  BAZRERD
EITER - B EEERARE
F - BEEERE L B AEEEER
B IR ZHE -

This fungus has a soft, gelatinous or jelly-like form and usually appears after

raining. Fruiting body is stemless, gelatinous when moist, bone-hard when
dry, white or translucent white, smooth and shiny, typically consisting of a
complicated mass of wavy or leaf-like folds, lobes and convolutions. Spores
are colorless, ovoid, smooth, 7-14 pm long x 5-8.5 pm wide.

This fungus grows solitary or in groups on rotten wood. It shrinks down
under prolonged dryness but swells again after raining. It possibly lives either
symbiotically with or parasitic on the mycelium of Hypoxylon. This fungus
is also known as “snow ear” fungi and has been considered as a delicacy in

China and Japan.

EEE
Dacryopinax spathularia (Schwein.) G.W. Martin

348 Classification :

eH# - fLBH  #TEM

Dacrymycetaceae, Dacrymycetales, Basidiomycota

415 Habitat :

FERER ~ A EUEE L

On dead branches, dead trees or stump

This fungus is characterized by the bright yellow and gelatinous fruiting
body. Fruiting body has a rounded stalk at the base, flattened upward,
and has an overall fan-shaped to spatula-shaped. It has a yellow-orange
to orange color and the flesh is tough but gelatinous. Spores are
colorless, elongated-elliptical to sausage-shaped, smooth,
with a septum, 9-11 pm long x 4-5 pm wide.

‘This litle jelly fungus grows in groups or clusters on

decaying or decorticated woods. It causes brown rot

in dead woods and results in substantial weight loss of

wood. It is recommended to conduct pruning for the

particular part colonized by fungal fruiting bodies. It

sometimes grows out from the cracks of wooden railing,

fence or lamp post, causing additional safety concern for
human activities.
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A

ungi serve an important ecological role as a wood

decomposer which produces an array of enzymes with
the unique ability to disintegrate complex molecules of
wood. Except for a few Ascomycetes, most wood decay
fungi are Basidiomycetes primarily belonging to Agaricales,
Hymenochaetales, Polyporales and Russulales. Although
degradation of wood by fungi is considered as a natural process
of nutrient recycling in forest, their occurrence may pose
serious threat in urban settings. Loss of mechanical strength
caused by fungi can be linked to hazardous situations such as
tree windthrow or limb failures, resulting in significant damage
of property and injuries. Therefore, timely assessment and
accurate identification of wood decay fungi are important for
assessing structural stability and predicting the probability of
tree failure or decline. Following the first leaflet of “Common
Wood Decay Fungi of Hong Kong”, ten more wood decay

fungi from Basidiomycota will be introduced in this leaflet.

REBRERSE
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HIEESAE
Earliella scabrosa (Pers.) Gilb. & Ryvarden

4348 Classification :
ZILER - ZIEE  EBTFEM

Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota

415 Habitat :
A ZER R BEEEIR

On dead trunks, stumps or fallen woods

AL BRI R F ER R ER L ERTERSE - KK

PR FEEER  RE - 2V RNIRSTRE G - K
PRSTERENHEREE R - HERALE  E

HEEAAEE% HlEAHCERHE  #lA
BERENR  BE—mIAIREEX - HTEH
HEERBEF - K7-10.50Kk X E3-4H0K -

HEEHE - EREER  —REREMEHER
REMBNEE L - §5EAM O BEN - E—KI1E
W FEERHBRTGHE RIS E KT
faE BRI T &2 BB T B SRR A AT RE -
I FE A S R A B B R B T B -

BB AR ERE ARG BEBRITGE &
EREEAGREF N EREEY - ETERER
R BE WERRNERR  RIEGERE 7
ERERE-F4L  BRAWR - TEEESZA) -
M - TIGEBAE 5 B A FIRE - EHELKAGRK -
3 R AALEOERRE S - REEEOHRE LBSIK
B BABEREVLERT BRI KRR %
AR REFEESE &N I Z2RER -
ATEG > REEFY bl K5-800k X ®3.5-50
¥ o

< AR R B AT ARG BCBK B A BT B R B R AR A
& WHIRAMN B OER - E—KERT - TEEN
MR E BB ARG ERE FNEE (B
RERHTHR > BB AT BT SUR BRI AT RE - RIS
RESRHIR R B BT B -

This mushroom can

casily be recognized by its dark-
red shelf-like fruiting body. Fruiting body is stemless,
thin, resupinate or effused-reflexed when young and it becomes distinctly
pileateor shelf-like when mature. The cap is dark red with white to creamy
margin. Pore surface is white to yellowish-white with pores in angular to
maze-like shape. Individual pores may elongate up to 6 mm long. Spores
are colorless, cylindrical to oblong ellipsoid, 7-10.5 pm long x 3-4 pm
wide.

This is a saprophytic fungus which colonizes on fallen woods or dead
trunks of broadleaf trees, causing white rot. In normal condition, presence
of fruiting bodies will not cause any harmful effect on living trees but
represents an increased potential for the colonized part to break or fail.
Therefore, it is recommended to conduct pruning for the particular branch
or trunks colonized by fungi.
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Xylobolus spectabilis (Klotzsch) Boidin

%8 Classification :

AEFER - AL5H - BTEM

Stereaceae, Russulales, Basidiomycota

41% Habitat :
R~ AEZEREE  BE - SR

On dead branches, dead trunks, stumps, or fallen woods

This mushroom has a distinctively shiny and chestnut-brown upper
surface that could be easily noticed in the field. Fruiting body is stemless,
thin, leathery, flexible when moist, rigid when dry. Although the fruiting
body is annual, it is persistent. Cap is small, bracket-like in overlapping
rows or partially resupinate with a free margin, reddish-brown to chestnut-
brown on upper surface, with brownish fine hair, radially wrinkled, zoned
concentrically but faint, margin is wavy and lobed. The underside is light
brown, smooth to slightly bumpy or cracked. Spores are colorless, oblong,
smooth, 5-8 pm long x 3.5-5 pm wide.

‘This mushroom is commonly found in groups or masses on dead branches
or trunks, causing white rot. Presence of fruiting bodies will not
cause any harmful effect on living trees but represents
an increased potential for the colonized part to
break or fail. Therefore, it is recommended to
conduct pruning for the particular branch or
trunks colonized by fungi.
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Hexagonia apiaria (Pers.) Fr.

4348 Classification :
ZHER  ZIEE  ETFEM

Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota

418 Habitat :
A REERIRIE - BifE © SUEIR |
On dead branches, dead trunks, stumps, or fallen woods - ot
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This mushroom is characterized by 3{

its thick and stiff hair on the upper
side and large hexagonal pores on the underside
of the cap. Fruiting body is stemless, corky and annual. Cap is
dark-brown to black, semi-circular, hairy, 2.5-10 cm broad and 4-20 cm
wide and 3-6 mm thick, faintly zoned and with thin edge. Pore surface is
hazel to brown with a greyish tint and irregularly arranged hexagonal pores,
with 3-4 pores per cm. Spores are colorless, oblong, smooth, 17.6-22 pm
long x 7.2-8.8 pm wide.

This is a common mushroom on dead branches and trunks, and prevalent
on longan and litchi trees, causing white rot. Its occurrence may indicate
the advanced decay on the particular trunk/branch or a general tree decline.
Therefore, it is recommended to conduct pruning for the particular branch
or trunk colonized by fungal fruiting bodies. It is reported to be edible
but slightly bitter in taste. It may be used for medicinal purpose in curing
problems of stomach or intestine.
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Polyporus arcularius (Batsch) Fr.

734 Classification :
ZILER  ZIAEHE - B FEM
Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota
415 Habitat :
HORERE © RO « B SR E

On dead branches, dead trunks, stumps, or fallen woods

This mushroom has an interesting funnel-shaped fruiting body and fine
hairs at the margin. Fruiting body is stalked, vase-shaped and tough. Cap
is convex with depressed center, dry, minutely scaly, yellowish-brown to
dark brown and margin lined with conspicuous hairs. Pore surface is white
or yellowish, with 1-2 angular or hexagonal pores per mm. Spores are
colorless, smooth, cylindrical, 7-11 pm long x 2-3 pm wide.

EEEHSMER  FTEBRERMEAL This is a widespread mushroom which appears mostly
GolEAMEORENS - E—KBRT . in small groups on dead woods, causing white rot.
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Presence of fruiting bodies will not cause any
harmful effect on living trees but represents an
increased potential for the colonized part to
break or fail. Therefore, it is recommended to
conduct pruning for the particular branch or
trunks colonized by fungi.
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Polyporus alveolarius (Bosc) Fr.

348 Classification :
LI EE > ZAEE  ETFEM

Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota

412 Habitat :
AR~ AEZER SRR - BE - SER R

On dead branches, dead trunks, stumps, or fallen woods
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Microporus flabelliformis (Fr.) Pat.

The mushroom is conspicuous
by its scaly white cap and
large hexagonal-shaped pores
on the underside. Fruiting body has a short, off-center or

lateral stalk, tough when fresh and nearly rigid when dry. Cap is semi-
circular to kidney-shaped, yellowish, plane and finely scaly when young,
but becoming creamy white, slightly depressed and smooth when mature;
margin often wavy or lobed. Pore surface is creamy white or yellowish,
with 3-5 hexagonal pores per cm. Spores are colotless, smooth, cylindrical,
9-12 pm long x 3-4.5 pm wide.

This is a widespread mushroom which appears mostly in small groups on
dead woods, causing white rot. Presence of fruiting bodies will not cause
any harmful effect on living trees. However, it is recommended to conduct
pruning for the particular part colonized by fungal fruiting bodies.

248 Classification :
ZILER - ZIEHE - ETEM
Polyporaceae, Polyporales, Basidiomycota
415 Habitat :
FEREE ~ B ~ RRBIEEE

On dead branches, wound, dead trees or stump

This mushroom is commonly found on dead woods in the forest and readily
recognized by its thin fruiting body with banding pattern on the surface.
Fruiting body has a short, off-center or lateral stalk, tough when fresh
and nearly rigid when dry. Cap is semi-circular to kidney-shaped, plane
or sometimes finely scaly when young, with alternating yellowish brown
and reddish brown color on concentric rings, margin often yellowish.
Pore surface is creamy white or yellowish, with 7-8 circular pores per mm.
Spores are colorless, smooth, cylindrical, 4-6 pm long x 1.5-2.5 pm wide.

This is a widespread mushroom which appears mostly in small groups on
dead branches or woods, causing white rot. Presence of fruiting bodies will
not cause any harmful effect on living trees. However, it is recommended
to conduct pruning for the particular part colonized by fungal fruiting

bodies.



