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hroughout the year, especially between spring and summer, plants
in full bloom with colourful flowers could often be seen in urban
parks and along roadsides, such as Yellow Pui with bright yellow flowers,
Jacaranda with purple-blue flowers, African Tulip Tree with bright red
flowers and Fire-cracker Vine with orange flowers. These plants, with

tubular or bell-shaped flowers, belong to the Family Bignoniaceae.

Bignoniaceae plants, including trees, shrubs and vines, are widely
distributed in tropical and subtropical regions. Most species have large
and colorful flowers and can be cultivated as ornamental plants or roadside
trees. ‘The Check List of Hong Kong Plants (2012 edition) recorded a
total of 20 species of the Bignoniaceae plants in Hong Kong. The Flora
of Hong Kong described in details 9 commonly found species. Among
them, only Tree of Damocles is native. All the others are exotic species
used as ornamental plants. Bignoniaceae plants commonly found in Hong
Kong have compound leaves and bell-shaped flowers. Their distinguishing

characteristics are listed in the table below.
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Opposite
HE Leaf o B/EE (RSB )
- Compound leaf (palmate, pinnate or bipinnate)
Without stipule

1E Flower
: o FHE
5 Eruit Capsule
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Seeds compressed, with wings

o EHE S BIUEK
Sympeta]cus, 5-lobed, bilabiate

o TERER - LRSS

Corolla tubular, funnel form or campanulate (bell shaped)
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Inflorescence cyme, panicle or capitulum, with numerous flowers
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ZK Trees
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fiftE
Height

=

Leaves
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Flowers
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Fruits

&+
Seeds
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Cat-tail Tree

(Markhamia stipulata var.
kerrii)

e 5-15m

o 1[EIFECPAESE
Odd pinnate

o JNEEZ-O¥H
Leaflets 3-9 paits

* EEEPEINE > &
& > SelmRARsk
AUE
Oblong or ovate, entire
margin, apex caudate-
acuminate, papery

° 1 rﬁk%{?é EEies
@
Corolla dark purple,
yellow at upper part

s FB

Funnel form

 {EH0ZE12H
Flowering: October to
December

* FHERME
Capsule linear

o BIE > BiiEE O
£
Overhanging, with dense
brownish tomentose

- METERET &
s - ELIREH
Seeds long elliptic, very
thin, with membranous
wings

They are often found in parks and roadside. Characteristics of common

ones are listed below:
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Tree of Damocles

(Oroxylum indicum)

6-10m

PERIEI BRI
2-3 pinnately
compound
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Leaflets ovate to elliptic,
entire margin, apex
short acuminate

ERHRRREER
Leaves turn blue after

drying

fErERET
Corolla purple red
fETE A » SR
Corolla ﬂeshy,

campan Lhi late

B FE - AR
Flowers open at night,
with foul smell

TEHI9Z 11 A
Flowering: September
to November

N
Capsule woody

HETER WY A
B RS A A
Seeds orbicular,
compressed with white
membranous peripheral
wings
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African Tulip Tree

(Spathodea campanulata)

* 5-12m

o 1[EIFBECIIAEE
Odd pinnate

o NEFIEI3H
With 9 to 13 leaflets

s /NERMEEE - £
& » Helimiok
Leaflets long elliptic,
entire margin, apex
acuminate

» {ERIfG4l 2Ll 2
Corolla orange red to

bright red
o A

Campaﬂulate

s fEHIIZESH

Flowering: January to
May
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Capsule slender, brown

« ETITEE  EEE
it

Seeds suborbicular, with

peripheral wings

More than half of Bignoniaceae plants species in Hong Kong are trees.

Yellow Pui
(Tabebuia chrysantha)

* 5-10m

o HEREE
Palmate

o JNEESH
5 leaflets

« /NEERRIE - ELEeE
#iahE
Leaflets ovate, serrate,
with fine hairs

s feEeEE
Corolla golden yellow
o SFHIR

Funnel form

- fEH3ZE4H
Flowering: March to
April

* FARMERIR

Capsule linear

o fETE
Seeds winged



FEAR Cat-tail Tree
(Markhamia stipulata var. kerrii)
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Cat-tail Tree is a deciduous tree of 5 to 15m tall. Long and densely
hairy fruits look like cat tails and hence it is named Cat-tail Tree. It is

mainly cultivated in urban parks.
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Seeds of Cat-tail Tree are winged

A HREARNEEOKRTE
Large yellow flowers of
Cat-tail Tree

EHHENEERT P
B IFREERE
Capsules of Cat-tail
Tree are densely
covered by hairs, like
cat tails

WA 5 EARNTEE FE RS
Bird-like flowering buds of Cat-tail
Tree

Atk (F/Z# ) Tree of Damocles

(Oroxylum indicum)
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Tree of Damocles is distributed in southern China. It is the only native
Bignoniaceae plants in Hong Kong and is commonly found in woodlands
near villages. Tree of Damocles is known in Chinese as “Wooden Butterfly”
or “Thousand Sheets of Paper”. The latter should be named for its

numerous thin winged seeds. Tree of Damocles can be used
as herbal medicine for treating sore throat and
cough. Itis also one of the ingredients of
the traditional Cantonese herbal

tea "Twenry—four items tea’.
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A RS
Pinnate leaves of Tree of Damocles
A REENHEEEMAT R
Capsules of Tree of Damocles look
like large legumes




NHE#E African Tulip Tree
(Spathodea campanulata)
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African Tulip Tree is an evergreen tree native to Africa. It is
often planted as a roadside tree. Large bright red flowers bloom
at the top of canopy, which look like burning flame in distant.

Hence, it is known as “Fire Tree” in Chinese.

KGRI ERALERTE P
Large bright red flowers of African Tulip Tree

A FHARRIE R ERAE
Large bright yellow fowers of Yellow Pui
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E=iEAR (E$EAKR) Yellow Pui
(Tabebuia chrysantha)
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B - IS EARTEEARE B RPN B AR - i
EINVEAE A E SRR AVIEY) » FIASREEEH AR (Tabebuia
argentea) ~ 4IACEE5 A (Tabebuia impetiginosa) B E4T @ E5 A
(Tabebuia pentaphylla)%s » SRRV ICASEEEESERH - 1EH
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= TR
Hairy capsules and
winged seeds of Yellow
Pui

4 B R/NER S AR R
Palmate leaf of Yellow Pui has 5 leaflets

Yellow Pui is a small deciduous tree
introduced from South America. With
large yellow spectacular flowers, it is often
planted in parks and along roadsides
for  beautifying the environment.
Unfortunately, Yellow Pui has very short
flowering period, usually only lasts for
abour one week. In recent years, other
Tabebuia species has been planted, such
as the Silver Trumpet Tree (Zabebuia
argentea), Pink Trumpet Tree (Tabebuia
impetiginosd) and Rosy Trumpet Tree or
Red Pui (Tabebuia pentaphylla). Owing
to their colorful and showy flowers, these

species have high .

ornamental ‘ﬂ
value. 5
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Rosy Trumpet Tree is similar to Yellow Pui but with pink flowers. Lower

part of corolla is yellow

LLTER S AETE R A BRAT
Pink Trumpet Tree flowers after shedding leaves

AL{ERE RAVIERREL &
Deep purple flowers of Pink Trumpet Tree

SR B AR AT EF 5 [T RS 1A
Silver Trumper Tree has been introduced as roadside tree in

recent YGHIS
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Br#% (5-7H )

Silver Trumpet Tree has more dense and

numerous flowers than Yellow Pui. Number of

leaflets is also greater (5-7 nos.)




BE{E# Jacaranda
(Jacaranda mimosifolia)
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Jacaranda is a deciduous tree native to South America. It can
grow up to 15m. Tubular and purplish blue flowers bloom
in showy dense clusters. Hence, it is often planted in gardens

or roadside.
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Purplish blue Howers of Jacaranda
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Jacaranda looks very like Flame Tree (Delonix regia) in appearance. Both have pinnate compound leaves with many tiny leaflets. These

two species are easily mistaken when they are not in flowers or fruits. Their differences are listed in the table below:

F
Family

ol
Canopy

iy

Leaf arrangement

/INEEFGHR
Leaflet shape

INEEREZR
Leaflet apex
{Eiet

Corolla

{EE

Flower colour
s

Fruit

JBUELA Flame Tree
(Delonix regia)

‘ FARY

Caesalpiniaceae

TR TR 22 (F e e » TR RRARTIR BT AR et
Top branches often extend horizontally to form an
umbrella or T-shaped canopy

4 > Z[EPHEEE - £20-60/EK
Alternate, bipinnate, 20-60 cm long

FAEE
Oblong

Obtuse

BIERREE ~ ABRACH
Choripefalous, 5 petals
‘ e

Scarlet

RIFZHEE

Long legume
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A6t Jacaranda

(Jacaranda mimosifolia)

R

Bignoniaceae

TR AP 25 1) _Efeife - TR IR 2o VLA T
Top branches often extend upward to form a vase or
V-shaped canopy

B Z[EPPHRFEEE - £15-30E0K
Opposite, bipinnate, 15-30 cm long

ZEHEIEITE

Narrowly ellip(ic

b TN

Acuminate

SIE - R
Sympetalous, tubular
5RES

Purplish blue

B aHR

Round capsule

A BETERIG/NIE B 3
Leaflets of Jacaranda have
pointed apexes
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