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TE4A Flowering :

%E% Uva ria Uvaria macrophylla Roxb.

Uparia wmicrocarpa is a scandent shrub about 2 m tall. Young branches
are stellate-pubescent. Leaves are leathery. Leaf blade is 14-16.5 em
long, 5-8 cm wide, elliptic or obovate; its apex is obtuse or acute and
base is subcordate or rounded. There are 11-13 pairs of secondary veins.
Inflorescences are terminal or leaf-opposed, 1-2-flowered. Flowers are red,
2.5-3.5 cm in diameter. Petals are ovate and pubescent; outer petals are
8.5-14 mm long, 7-8.5 mm wide while inner petals are 9-11 mm long, 7-9
mm wide. Stamens are 5.5-8 mm long and connective liguliform. Stigma is

subcapitate, 2-cleft and incurved. Fruit is globose

or ovate, 1.1-1.8 cm long, about
1 cm wide. Seeds are globose
or discoid, about 7.5 mm long,

3.3-4.5 mm wide.

TEH Flowering :
5-683 May-Jun
£H Fruiting :
8-128 Aug-Dec

Uparia grandiflora 1s a scandent shrubs, 3 m in length. Young
branches are densely covered with stellate-tomentose. Leaves
are papery or sub-leathery. Leaf blade is obovate-oblong,
15-23 cm long, 7.5-9.5 cm wide; its apex is acuminate

and its base is shallowly cordate. There are 10-14 pairs
of secondary veins. Inflorescences are leaf-opposed or
terminal, 1({-3)-flowered. Flowers are red, about 10
cm in diameter. Sepals are broadly trangular. Petals
are obovate or oblong, Quter whotl is slightly larger
than inner whotl; there is tomentose abaxially
and adaxially. Stamens are about 7 mm
long, connective liguliform. Stigma is

cylindrical, 2-cleft and incurved. Fruits

are cylindrical, densely tomentose and

slightly tuberculate, 2.9-6.2 cm long,
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Uvaria

2E5¥ References

Kong.

Both Uraria wmacrophyila and Uparia grandiflora belong to Family
Annonaceae and are shrubs commonly found inshrublands and woodlands
of Hong Kong,. Both of them have attractive red flowers. If you observe
their flowers closely, you will notice that petals of . weacrophylla curve
inward while those of U, grmndiflora curve outward. Furthermore, flowers
of U. grandiflora are neatly 4 times as those of Ul macrophylla. Besides,

their fruits are more distinguishable. Fruits of U macrophylia are globose
while those of U. grandiflora are cylindrical.
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Large-flowered Uvaria
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hen talking about Annonaceae, fruit of A Ezi

Annona (sugar-apple) must be the first Sugar-apple

thing flashing in your mind. In fact, the Family Annonaceae

consists of a variety of plants, including different types of trees, shrubs or climbers. The Annonaceae belongs
to the Order Magnoliales. It consists of about 128 genera and 2300 species which are widespread in tropical
and subtropical regions. Most of them live in hot and humid forests.

Among them, there are 24 genera and 103 species in China,

\

.  and6 genera and 12 species in Hong Kong,
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Useful Annonaceous plants

Annonaceous plants have many uses. Apart from the famous Annona
which produces delicious fruits for us, aromatic plants of the Annonaceae
can be used to make essence. Stems of Desros species possess tough and
slender fibers which can be used to weave cordage by local villagers.

Furthermore, Deswos chinensis is a medicinal plant.
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Introduction of Some Annonaceous Plants
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Tt 4 Flowering :
5-6H May-Jun
FH] Fruiting :
9113 Sep-Nov
FEHE Uses :
BRAER Food (fruit)

BEHM S ugar-ap ple Annona squamosa L.
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Key for Identification

To identify Annonaceous plants, you may focus on the characteristics of their leaves and flowers.
Leaves are alternate and entire with pinnate venation. Flowers, which are usually bisexual,
appear solitary or in fascicles. Petals 3 or 6 are most often in 1 or 2 whorls; sometimes outer
whortl is valvate and inner whotl is slightly imbricate. Stamens are usually numerous and spirally
imbricate in several series. Styles are short; stigmas are capitate to oblong. Moreover, their wood
and leaves are often aromatic. Grasp all these characteristics and try to recognize Annonaceous

plants in your next hiking trip.

The most well-known species of Annonaceae must be Annona squamesa.
Have you ever tried its sweet and delicious fruits? It is commonly called
“Fan Gwai Lychee”, which means “Foreign Lychee”, as the appearance of
its fruit is similar to Lychee, and it is originated from tropical America,
India and Pakistan. Now this species is widely cultivated in tropical regions

for its fruits.

It is a small and deciduous tree with many branches, to 4 m tall. Bark is
greyish white, Leafblade is oblong or elliptic oblong with obtuse or subacute
apex and cuneate base, 9-13.5 cm long, 4-5 em wide. There are 6-8 pairs
of secondary veins. Inflorescences _

are terminal or leaf-opposed, 1-4- N .
flowered. Flowers are greenish to yellow.
Petals are in two whorls of three: outer
petals are narrowly oblong, about 18
mm long, 5 mm wide while inner petals
are rudimentary, about 2.3 mm long, 2 mm wide.
Stamens are numerous and crowded. Fruits are irregular
in shape, usually ovate or globose and 8-10 c¢m in
diameter. They are yellowish green even when
ripe. Surface of fruits are tuberculate, resulting
from the fusion of pistils and receptacle of the gynaecium n

in the fruit formation. Seeds are black and shiny.
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{Eil%m Desmos Desmos chinensis Lour.

Desmos chinesnsis 1s very common on sunny slopes and roadsides of Hong

. Kong. Their leaves can be used in brewing liquor in Hainan. Itisa scandent

or erect shrub, to 2 m tall. Branches are rough, with raised greyish white
lenticels. Leaves are membranous to thinly papery. Leaf blade is oblong
to lanceolate, 8.5-13 cm long, 3-4 cm wide; with acuminate apex and
rounded to slightly oblique base. There are 8-11 pairs of secondary veins.
Inflorescences are supra-axillary or leaf~opposed, 1-flowered. Flowers are
greenwish (to yellow). Petals 6; outer petals are slightly larger than inner
ones. Outer petals are oblong or narrowly lanceolate, 4.8-6.7 cm long, 2=
2.1 ecm wide while inner petals are lanceolate, 3.8-6.6 cm long, 0.9-2 cm
wide, Stigma is clavate with U-shape proove. Monocarps are moniliform.

Seeds are globose, 5.5-6.5 mm in diameter.

TE8A Flowering :
3-7H Mar-ul
£ Fruiting :
10-13 Oct-Jan
FEMHIE Uses :
EH - 20 REAER  BEVEREREM R

Medicinal, liquor brewing, cordage making, man-made cotton
and raw materials in papermaking

&HEEMTE Hong Kong Eagle’s Claw

Artabotrys hongkongensis Hance
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T£48 Flowering :
5-85 May-Aug

Artabotrys hongkongensis is a native species which is one of the rare and precious
plants of Hong Kong, Flowers are aromatic and their appearances loolk like cagle’s
claw. It was first discovered in Mount Gough in 1853. Most of its localities in Hong

Kong are in Country Parks.

Hong Kong Eagle’s Claw is a scandent shrub up to 6 m tall. Branchlets are yellowish
hispid. Petioles are short and puberulous. Leaves are sub-leathery. Leaf blade is
adaxially shiny, 6.5-10 cm in length and 3 em in width. It is elliptic to oblong with
acuminate or obtuse apex and cuneate to subrounded base. There are 5-7 pairs of
secondary veins. Flowers are bisexual, whitish to yellow, {ragranc. Inflorescences are

leaf-opposed, 1-flowered. Pedicel is puberulent and slightly longer than the hooked

peduncle. Six ovate-lanceolate petals are distributed in 2 whotls. Guter petals are

B H Fruiting :
8-28 Aug-Feb
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T8 Flowering :
38 Mar
BHA Fruiting :
11-12H Nov-Dec
FEME Uses:
HZ - SFEAFH

Ornamental, medicinal and essential oil

base concave, 6.5-11 mm long, densely silly villose and thick; inner petals are 8-
12 mm long. Stamens are numerous, connective peltate and prominent. Stigma is
shortly clavate. Fruits are ovoid, 2-3.5 cm long, 1.5-3 cm in diameter and are black
when dry.

Pea-like Fruit Popowia

Popowia pisocarpa (Blume) Endl.

Popowia pisocarpa is a very attractive plant with fragrant flowers. Although
there are about 100 species of Poporvia in the world, only such species is
found in China and Hong Kong. It is vulnerable and also one of the rare
and precious plants of Hong Kong,

Pea-like Fruit Popowia is a shrub up to about 1 m tall. Young branches are
rufous-pubescent. Leaves are membranous. Petiole is 3-4 mm long and is
pubescent. Leaf blade is ovate, obovate or elliptic, 9-11 cm long, about 4
cmwide and glabrous except sparsely pubescent on midrib and lateral veins.
[ts apex is short-acuminate or acute while its base is obtuse or rounded.
There are 6-9 pairs of secondary veins. Inflorescences are supra-axillary
or leaf-opposed, 1-2(-4)-flowered. Flowers are white. Peduncles, pedicels,
sepals, petals and carpels are all pubescent. Petals are
ovate-triangular, QOuter petals are about 2 mm
long, 1.5-2 mm wide; inner petals about 3
mm long, 2.7-4 mm wide. Monocarps are
globose, and about 6 mm long, Seeds are

glObOSE and beWIl.
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