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Tiny bee looking for food

When hiking in the spring and summer, have you noticed
those beautiful purple wildflowers blooming on grasslands
and thickets alongside trails? Most of them are plants of
the Family Melastomataceae. One of them is Common
Melastoma (Melastoma malabathricum), the Howers of
which is made up of 5 large petals. Common Melastoma is
a small evergreen shrub commonly found growing at thickets at hillsides,

roadsides and streams banks in Hong Kong,.

Although the Chinese name of Common Melastoma means “Wild
Peony”, it has no relationship with the renowned “King of Flowers” Peony,
which belongs to the Family Paconiaceae. Perhaps its large beautiful
flowers complemented with pretty yellow stamens at the centre are more
glamorous than other wildflowers. It is just like the Peony of wildowers

and hence the name.

Plant height of Common Melastoma is about 0.5 — 1.5m. Whole plant
covered with appressed scaly bristles. Leaves opposite, ovate to elliptic,
margin entire, 2 — 6cm wide, 4 — 10cm long, strigose on both sides.
5 — 7 basal veins, but only 3 of them prominent if observed casually.
Common Melastoma has a long flowering period. Spring and summer
are the major flowering seasons. Flowers reddish purple, terminal, 1 — 5-
flowered cymes. Petals 5, each 3 — 4cm long, Stamens 10, 5 long and 5
short, long ones purple and short ones yellow. Fruit a pot-shaped capsule,
1 — 1.5cm long, with small brown hairs, slightly succulent, with purple

juice, many tiny seeds. Fruiting from August to December.

In addition to ornamental value, flowers of Common Melastoma are
nectar sources for butterflies and other insects. Its fruits are also food of
many birds and small animals. Furthermore, Common Melastoma has
TP medicinal value and the whole
plant could be used as

|\ herbal medicine.

REERERE

Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department




_ %% Blod-;reel Melastoma Melastomna sanguineum 'Séijm.s

BRI RBE  HEEH A
BEIETE » MRS - WA RMELAES B
R a7 R BN - BN TR RES
B - BAEEREA  Bl5-3%  ERREFHAR

T » TS 12E K - AT 7
, FHIREES IR EHRERAE  Blood-red Melastoma is another wildflower that looks very similar to
. HE ERNEREBHAY R Common Melastoma in both appearance and habitat. Both plant species
FROBHIME » W EA M B have glamorous purple flowers and their leaves have 5 — 7 basal veins. They
BT AR - could be easily mixed up if not carefully observed. Blood-red Melastoma is
slightly taller with plant height of 1.5 — 3m. Its leaves are also longer and

| ﬁﬁﬁﬂ]ﬁ%ﬁ?i@@ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%
: Common Melastoma is covered  could reach 8 — 12cm. The main difference between the two Melastoma

wish smaall browm basts species is that the whole plant of Blood-red Melastoma is covered with light
red bristles. The bristles on the leaves are fewer in numbers and rougher
in texture comparing with Common Melastoma. Leaf back appears red.

Fruits bear dense red stiff bristles.

A ERATEN - R RTEE SFHMRATIHE
The petiole, pedicels and calyx of Bload-red Melastoma are covered with light red bristles
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Melastoma dodecandrum Lour.
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In summer, we will ind some purplish wildflowers on grasslands which are
very similar to Common Melastoma but much smaller. They are Twelve- |
stamened Melastoma. Twelve-stamened Melastoma are prostrate perennial

= ' herbs or small shrubs, 10 — 30cm high. Stem much branched, rooting
BEEN &R — B 50  HAT  at nodes, covered with rough hairs when young, later glabrous. Leaves
MBS R B MRS - AR ER ovate or elliptic, 0.8 — 2cm wide, 1 — 4cm long. Flowers purple, petals |
% A B R NEAR » 10-30F KR » L5 1.2 — 2cm long. Fruit spherical, 7 — 9mm long, dark purple when ripe. I
BETAEAR » SRR IRE o IR S - BEIVEEUR
B » B0.8-2/E » R1-4EX - LKA G - TR
12-2% - RERF 0 R7-92K » RIARERE -

B4 AT RSP o Hed R -
R PR T U A AN ER - AR 20-30E K
\EsaL - ERBERBEERE > Bi-15HK & ’ |
D4 o TRt {EIRE 1-14E K - BERFF 0 & As the name implies, Intermediate Melastoma is smaller than Common I\!
1082 - Ay Melastoma, relatively less common. Intermediate Melastoma is a small

shrubs similar to Tiwelve-stamened Melastoma. Plant 20 — 30cm high,

. prostrate or ascending. Leaves ovate or elliptical, 1 — 1.5cm

W 4 /' wide, 2 — 4em long. Flowers purple, petals 1 — 1.4cm long.

= Fruit spherical, 10mm long.
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Brazilian Melastome

Melastomataceae plants originate in the tropics and subtropics, with a
total of more than 4000 species in the wotld. In Hong Kong, there are 8
genera and 14 species of native Melastomataceae. According to “Check
List of Hong Kong Plants” published in 2004, there were 5 species of native
Melastoma. However, the “Flora of Hong Kong” published in 2008 has
merged Common Melastoma (Melastoma candidum) and Many-flowered
Melastoma (Melastoma affine) into Melastoma malabathricum, resulting
in the above-mentioned 4 species. Other native Melastomataceae include
the common grassland plant Chinese Osbeckia (Osbeckia chinesis), Privet-

leaved Memecylon (Memecylon ligustrifolium) which was first discovered

i . in Hong Kong, as well as the rare South China Barthea (Barthea

In recent years, some small shrubs
similar  to Common Melastoma
with deep purplish blue flowers could
often be seen in parks. These plants
are generally known as “Brazilian
Melastoma” in Chinese. They are
Tibouchina

introduced from Brazil and may

of Melastomataceae

include different species or cultivars.
Their common names are Princess
Flower or Glory Bush. Because of their
brightly coloured flowers, good adaptive
power and long flowering period, these
plants have been widely planted in gardens, patks

and other places for amenity purposes.

The most easily recognizable feature of Melastomataceae
plants is that they have a few very obvious basal veins.
Another feature is the special shape of stamens. For example,
Common Melastoma has 5 long and 5 short stamens which are
purple and yellow respectively. The stamens of Brazilian Melastoma
are bent like knees. They are very easy to identify.

Melastomataceae plants are highly adaptive to the environment. They
are resistant to drought, acidic soil, pests and diseases. Hence, they
could survive in the generally poor and acidic soil in the countryside. As
Common Melastoma is native plant species, highly adaptive and with good
ornamental value, it has been used in some re-vegetation and countryside
planting programmes. However, these vigorous shrubs have been classified

as invasive plants in Hawaii.




B2 B AL TR AR o SRR R - Rose Myrtle is another wild shrub with purple flowers in summer. Rose
S BB A PR o (HIESSRY S BHBREIIYES » W Myrtle looks similar to Common Melastoma but there are great differences
tE BBk S IRE (Myrtaceae) » IERE S8 B2 BEH - in the structure of stamens. Rose Myrtle belongs to Family Myrtaceae and
O » RECWE - HEEPBEAZEEMA > K has many stamens, which are not bent. Leaves ovate, with smooth surface.
o AEH - BEAE Gk BT - The berries are purple to purplish black when ripe, spherical, and edible.

Flesh red, sweet, with numerous seeds.
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