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In autumn, red leaves amongst the green and gold colours
": of vegetations form a lovely scene. The autumn colours are
‘& contributed by many plants including Sweet Gum, “the champion
of red leaves”. Similar to those in northern China and temperate
Europe and America, the forest of Tai Po Kau preserves num-
erous Sweet Gum, which turns into different shades of red and
reen together with Rhus, Sapium sebiferum and S. discolor when
autumn comes.

Many beautiful plants belong to the Hamamelidaceae (the
Witch-Hazel Family). Besides Sweet Gum, the family includes
— "~ Loropetalum subcordatum, Rhodoleia championii and some
# % #14 % Red leaves of Sweet Gum other endemic plants of South China. It has 30 genera and 140
species worldwide, mostly confined to East Asia, particularly in South China, despite a few members native
to North America, Australia and South Africa. In China, there are 18 genera and 74 species, of which 9
genera, 12 species occur naturally in Hong Kong.

The Hamamelidaceae is a flowering plant family of long history on geological scale. The first fossil re-
cord of Microaltingia appeared in late Cretaceous stratum (Turonian, 90 million years ago) in New Jersey,
U.S.A. The diversity of the members in the family reflects the beauty of nature through the wide range of
unique characters exhibited among them.

Many species of the family have economic importance. To name a few, Sweet Gum (Liquidambar for-
mosana) as herbal medicine, Big-fruited Exbucklandia (Exbucklandia tonkinensis), Strap Flower (Loropeta-
lum chinense) and Sweet Gum as timbers, and Red Strap Flower (Loropetalum chinense var. rubrum) and
Rhodoleia (Rhodoleia championii) as landscape plants. Introduced here are the local species of the Ham-
amelidaceae.
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Trees. Leaves elliptic, with toothed margins. 15 to 26 small flowers
clustered into a round head. Fruits are spherical heads. Flowering in March
to June. Aromatic resins are used as medicine and perfume; timber can be
used for construction, furniture and mushroom-cultivation. Known from Ma
On Shan, Hong Kong Island and Pat Sin Leng.

T

Altingia gracilig

Ak o ST « M IRER - T |
52 6RMETEARR « RFFBIEEI - TLHAIES
SIS~ SRR - R - 2

o

Trees. Leaves lance-shaped, with entire, toothless margins.
Five to six flowers clustered into a head. The fruit is inverted cone-
like. Flowering from April to June. Known from the forests in Pat
I Sin Leng, Wu Kau Tang and Nam Chung. Used as herbal medicine.
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Lesser Altingia (A. gracilipes var. serrulata), a local variety, was first
reported from Wu Kau Tang by W. J. Tutcher, the then Superintendent of the
former Botanical and Forestry Department, and also known from Guangdong
and Fujian. It is a tree with ovate, minutely-toothed leaves. Flowering from April
to June. This variety is now considered as a synonym of A. gracilipes.

Altingia gracilipes var. serrulata #
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Shrubs to small trees, known in Chinese as “Mosquito Tree” because §*

of its insect-galls. Leaves obovate, thick, leathery and hairless. The red
flowers are elongated; anthers of the male parts are also red. An ever- -
green plant good for providing shade in quarry areas due to its resistance to sulphur dioxide and chlorine. Wood has fine
texture and is suitable for craftwork. Flowering from April to June. Recorded from the forests of Hong Kong Island, Ma On Shan,
Tai Mo Shan, Tung Chung and Lantau Peak. G
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Shrubs to small trees. Small flowers pale-yellow, with orange peel-
like fragrance; petals small but the purplish styles are very obvious. Flower-
ing from April to June. Distributed in the forest areas of Hong Kong Island,
Tai Mo Shan and Lantau Island.

andia tonkinensis
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A graceful tree reaching 30 m in height. Trunk massive, dark grey. Leaves ’
broadly obovate (juvenile leaves 3-lobed), hairless, delightful movementinthe |
wind and thus good for planting as roadside trees. Flowering from May to |
July. Growing in the forest areas of Sunset Peak as well as the Shing Mun
Arboretum. Wood used as timbers. ﬂ
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Deciduous tree of outstanding and graceful shape. Turning yellow
in autumn and becoming red in spring before shedding. Leaves palm-like,
3-lobed with saw-toothed margins. Flowering from March to June. Each
head of female pseudanthia contains 20 to 40 flowers. The woody fruit is
globose in shape and matures in winter, hanging from the twigs. Sweet Gum
is known from the woodlands of Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, and Tai Po
Kau. It is planted for amenity purpose because of its autumn colouring. The
leaves are more brightly red in colder areas in the territory. The fragrance and
in winter. The fruit is a traditional Chinese medicine by the name “Lu Lu Tong", with the function of dispelling evil wind and
removing dampness (antirheumatic), activating meridians and promoting blood circulation. Timber may be used for furniture.
Both Sweet Gum and Maples (Acer spp.) produce red leaves in autumn. However, Maples, belonging to the family Aceraceae, have l
more dissected leaf margins.
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Shrubs or small trees; young branches
| covered with star-like hairs. Leaves leathery,
ovate, unequal, upper surface short soft hairy, “#2oK I chinense’

lower surface with star-like hairs. Three to eight flowers cIuster in short sp:kes or heads. The elegant
hite flowers, bearing white ribbon-like petals, scatter on the tree when blooming, and thus
cultivated in southern Chinese ornamental gardens for the graceful appearance. Flowering
from March to May. Known from Lantau Island, Tai Mo Shan, Castle Peak and Hong Kong Island
in thickets. It is a good choice as bonsai plant because of its dense leaves, variable plant figures
and flexibility of branches. Red Strap Flower (L. chinense f. rubrum), a relative species, is cultivated
Lilft.iﬁi’- L. chinense f. rubrum as omamental trees in local parks Shmbs with red flowers and leaves. Flowemg from March to May.
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Evergreen shrubs or small trees. Leaves leathery, ovate or elliptical with short acute apices;
upper surface glossy green; lateral veins impressed on upper surface but prominent on the lower
surface. About 20 flowers clustered in a head; each flower bears five white, ribbon-like petals; the Chi e
| “four anther-door flower”, derives from the four valvely-dehiscent stamens. Fruit a subglobose capsule, usually matures
from September to Octaober. Originally named Tetrathyrium subcordatum and collected from a bush on the “Black
Mountain” on Hong Kong Island, the species is known from Lantau Island and Hong Kong Island. The species is also known
from Guangm and Guizhou in calcareous evergreen forests and is a National Category |l threatened plant of China.
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vergreen small trees. Leaves are ovate and thick-leathery; the leaf base is 3-nerved, upper leaf surface glossy green
but lower surface pale-white and hairless. About five flowers clustered into a pendulous head; bracts ovate, unequal, with brown '
velvet hairs; petals spoon-shaped, red. Flowering in early spring. The species grows in woodlands in Aberdeen and Shing ’
Mun Country Parks. Distributed also in central and southern Guangdong and planted as roadside trees, Rhodoleia is an att- |
ractive ornamental plant with numerous bell-like “flowers” (pseudanthial heads), from which its local folk name “the King of |
Hanging Bells" is derived. Enkianthus quinqueflorus (Chinese New Year flower; local name means hanging-bells), belonging to

the family Ericaceae, is another protected plant with similar bell-shaped flowers. Both species are listed under the Forestry

Regulations (Cap. 96A).
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