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Magnolias commonly cultivated in Hong Kong include Magnofia grandifiora, M. denudata, M. liliffora
M. soulangeana and Michelia X alba. Those wild-occuming species, such as Mangliefia fordiana and Michelia
maudiae are equally beautiful. The Magnoliaceae (Magnolia family; TMagnolias” belongs to Magnoliales of
Dicotyledonous plants (Magnoliopsida) in flowering plants (Angiosperms). There are 12 genera and more
than 250 species of the Magnoliaceae worldwide. They are widespread in tropical, subtropical and temp erate
areas. In particular, there are 11 genera and more than 100 species ofMagnolias recorded in China, which is
considered one of the modem distribution centres ofthe family.
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The Magnaliaceas is considered as one of the mast archaic and primitive families of flow-
ering plants. Many characters are reqarded as primitive, such as: flowers usually solitary, not
consisted in inflorescences, tepals not differentiated into real sepals and patals, stamans
and carpels numeraus and spirally arranged on elongated tori, pallen grains monosulcate,
The earliest and mast reliable fossil of this family is Archimagnolia rostratostyiosa Tao &
Zhang (kelonging to Abtian Aptian of Cretaceous, ca. 135 million years aga), which was
discaverad in Jilin, China.
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or shrubs. They are one ofthe dominant families in tropical and subtropical forests. Besides,
Magnollas are often planted in gardens as ornamental plants and on wayside as wayside trees because they have large, bea-
utiful and fragrant flowers. How can we recognize Magnolias? VWhen the plants are not flowering, we can distinguish them from
other plants by vegetative characters. Magnolias are woody plants without milky sap, leaves being simple and alternate with
entire margin, rarely margin lobed, with a caducuous and large stipule. There are circular rings on branches, which are the scars
of stipules after their falling off. Flowering plants of magnolias are much easier to recognize. Their flowers are usually solitary,
bisexual, actinomorphic, with 3-merous perianth. The perianth is not differentiated into sepals and petals. The stamens and
carpels are numerous and free, spirally arranged on elongated tori. The fruit is usually an aggregated follicle.
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There are 6 species of Magnolias in 4 genera from Hong Kong,
as described below:
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Tree, up to 20 m; young twists and buds covered with reddish brown short hairs. Leaves leathery, narrowly
obovate, narrowly elliptic-obovate or oblanceolate; petiole slightly enlarged at base, stipular scar small, semi-ell-
iptic. Flowers terminal, large, fragrant; tepals 9, purely white, outer 3 thinner, nearly leathery, oblong-elliptic, 6- 7 cm
long, 3 - 4 cm wide, those of inner two whorls slightly smaller, fleshy. Aggregate ovoid, brown, 2- 5 cmlong; seeds
red. Flowering: May; Fruiting: October.

D. Oliver of the Kew Gardens named this species in 1891 after Charles Ford, the Superintendent of the former
Botanical and Forestry Department from 1871 to 1903, based on a specimen Ford collected from one tree on Victoria
Peak, which was cut during the World War [I. Dr. S.Y. Hu and his co-workers rediscovered this species on Ma On
Shan in 1969. This species is indeed distributed in the montane areas in Hong Kong in small populations. Fruit
and bark are used as medicine for curing constlpatlon and cough.
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Evergreen shrub or small tree; young twists, adaxial surface of petioles, base of abaxial surface of leaves,
midribs and peduncles covered with caducous pale brown long appressed hairs. Leaves leathery, narrowly oblong-
elliptic or obovate-elliptic, 7-14 cm long, 2-4.5 cm wide; petiole 0.5-1.5 cm long, stipular scar nearly reached the
apex of petiole. Flowers terminal, very fragrant; peduncles pale yellow villose; tepals 9, outer 3 pale green, oblong-
elliptic, those of inner two whorls white, obovate, fleshy. Aggregate 3-4 cileng. Flowering: May to June; Fruiting:
September to October. '

This species was first discovered by J. G. Champion between 1847 and 1850 in Happy Valley in Hong Kong Island.
Based on Champion’s collection, Bentham, in Flora Hongkongensis (1861), described it as a species new to science .
This species grows under forests and has been found in Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories. The
flower is very fragrant, suitable for ornamental purposes.
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Tree, up to 20 m, glabrous; bark thin, pale grey or greyish brown: buds, young twists, abaxial surface of leaves
and bracts are glaucous. Leaves leathery, oblong-elliptic, 7-18 cm long, 3.5-8.5 cm wide; p etioles 1-3 cm, lacking
stipular scar. Flowers axillary, large, white, fragrant; tepals 9, outer ones obovate, those of inner two whorls gradually
smaller and narrower, nearly spoonlike; gynoecium with a 5-8 mm stalk. Aggregate 7-15 cm long; seeds red. Flowering:
February to March; Fruiting: September to October.

Stephen Troyte Dunn, the Superintendent ofthe former Botanical and Forestry Department from 1903 to 1910, described
and named the species after his wife, based on a specimen collected from Lantau Peak. It occurs at high altitudes on Lantau
Island. It is a very good ornamental plant in gardens for its large, purely white and fragrant flower. The flowers contain volatile il.
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Evergreen shrub, 2-3 m high; bark greyish brown; buds, young
twists, petioles, peduncles densely yellowish brown tomentose.
Leaves leathery, narrowly elliptic or obovate-elliptic, 4-10 cm long,
1.8-4.5 cm wide; petioles 2-4 mm long, stipular scar reached apex
of petiole. Flowers axillary with a sweet and strong fragrant; tepals 6,
fleshy, pale yellow and sometimes with red or purple margin, long elliptic.
Agaregate fruit 2-3.5 cm. Flowering: March to May; Fruiting: July to August.

Avery famous ornamental plant in South China, the Chinese name
describes the partially opened blossoms of flowers. This species is widely
cultivated in Hong Kong and has been found in the wild. Its flowers can be
mixed with tea to make flower-tea. It is also used to extract volatile oil and
used as a traditional Chinese medicine.
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Large evergreen trees to 30 m tall and 1 m in dbh; twigs glabrous except grayish puberulous
on nodes when young. Leaves alternate, thinly leathery, obovate, narrowly obovate or oblong-obo-
vate, 6.5 - 16 cm long and 3.5 - 6.5 cm wide, apex abruptly short acuminate, or acuminate, base
cuneate or broadly cuneate, dark green and glossy above, glaucous beneath; petioles 1.5- 2.5
cm long, without stipular scars. Flowers fragrant, solitary and axillary; tepals 6, in 2 whorls, the
outer 3 obovate-elliptic, ca. 3 cm long, the inner 3 narrower; stamens many, 1.7-2 cm long.
Aggregate fruit spicate, 10 cm long. It occurs in Tai Mo Shan, Ng Tung Chai etc. This species has
ornamental value as a garden plant.
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Evergreen tree, up to 25 m. tall; bark pale grayish brown; branchlets, buds, leaf petioles, along
midribs on upper surface of leaves and lower surface of leaves, peduncles yellowish brown strigose.
Leaves papery, obovate-elliptic, 8 - 17 cm long, 3.5 - 7 cm wide; petioles enlarged at base, stipular
scars reached the middle of petioles; flowers axillary, small, fragrant; tepals yellowish white, with small
red dots. Fruit an aggregate, pseudosyncarpous, to 13 cm long and about 9 cm in diameter, outer

surface olive-green, with whitish lenticels. Flowering: March; Fruiting: October to December.

It was found in Tai Mo Shan only. It is a rare species and a wild plant under state protection in

China. The generic name commemorates Prof. K. K. Tsoong, a Chinese botanist.
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