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In tropical areas you may have seen some
trees whose trunks are composed of a basket work ‘
of interlacing and anastomosing roots; it looks like a ,
hollowed-out ornamental column (fig. ). It is difficult f
to imagine that these beautiful trees are the killers t
of other trees in the tropical forest. Plant ecologists ‘
called it "stranglers", ever since the nineteenth century «
when they began exploring tropical rain forests.
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Ficus (Moraceae), Schefflera (Araliaceae) and
Clusia (Clusiaceae). Occasionally we can see a
stranglingfig-tree’in the woodlands of Hong Kong.
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Most strangler plants belong to the genera ,'
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The stranglers are a special life form of plants in tropical rain forests.
A strangler begins its life as an epiphyte and later sends down roots to the
soil, becoming an independent plant and killing the tree by which it was originally
supported. Birds, squirrels and monkeys, consuming the fruits of the stranglers, drop
the seeds on the branches of forest-trees, where they grow into epiphytic
bushes that hold on by strong roets encircling the branches. From thence
their roots spread down the trunk of the supporting tree to the ground, and
grow vigorously. Meanwhile, the side-roots encircle the trunk, joining up
with other side-roots where they touch. Gradually, the supporting trunk

becomes enveloped in a basket of roots which slowly squeeze the trunk to death. On the other hand, the branches of
the strangler begin to spread widely and overwhelm the crown of its support. Eventually the supporting tree usually

dies and rots away, leaving the strangler as a hollow, but quite independent tree in its place (fig. 3).
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