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No historical account of Hong Kong in the 17th and 18th centuries mentioned about forest.
1 Most of the western observers who visited Hong Kong in those days had the impression of the
| 1sland being “no trees, much grasses”. Mr. Richard B. Hinds, a surgeon of the H.M.S. Sulphur,
collected plant specimens of 140 species in Hong Kong in 1841 and these were the first authentic
ds for plant specimen collection in Hong Kong. During the first 30 years after the foun-
n of Hong Kong, a number of well-
n botanists carried out a considera-

mount of botanical collection on the
' Hong Kong Island. A number of plant
“species new to science were discovered
- during the period. However, plant specimens
|_collected in this period were mostly brought
out of Hong Kong. Proper curation of plant
'Specir ens had only been undertaken in
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Mr. Charles Ford, the then Superintendent of the Government Gardens and
Tree Planting Department made a suggestion in the annual report of 1872 that
the Government Garden was a fitting place for the establishment of a herbarium
for keeping dried plants specimens.
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Mr. C. Ford reported that a public herbarium was in the process of formation
in Hong Kong. The herbarium was first established with his own collections in
Hong Kong and South China. The Hong Kong Herbarium is the first public
herbarium in China.
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Further collections were added to the Herbarium including specimens collected in Hong
Kong and during plant expeditions in Southern China by the Herbarium staff. Contributions and
purchases from collectors in adjacent countries in the region were also received. Mr. S.T. Dunn,
the then Superintendent of the Botanical and Afforestation Department stated in the Annual Report
’ in 1904 that "the Herbarium is becoming more and more a centre of botanical enterprise in the
Far East and a recognition of this is already being shown by the increasing number of requests

for botanical information from different parts of China."
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Flora of Kwangtung and Hong Kong (China) was written by Dunn and Tutcher, the then
Superintendents of the Botanical and Forestry Department of Hong Kong, giving a detailed
account of flora of the southernmost part of China. The work served as a stimulus to local bo-
tanical enterprise and provided a foundation for the collection of materials for a more complete Flora.
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The Herbarium was of sufficient intemational significance and special amangements were made
to send the specimen collections to Malaya for safe keeping prior to the Japanese occupation
during World War Il. During this period it was cared for by the Singapore Botanic Gardens.
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The Herbarium collection was brought back to Hong Kong, but most of the books were un-

fortunately lost. The collection was temporarily housed in the Supper Room of Govemment House.
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The Herbarium published the first stencil Check List of Hong Kong Plants which contained
1,767 species and 24 varieties of vascular plants native to Hong Kong.
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Hong Kong Herbarium and South China Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences described Asarum honkongense which is a new species first discovered in the world.
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The Hong Kong Herbarium collaborated with the South China Institute of Botany, Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences to comprehensively review the specimen collection of the Her- |
barium. The Institute was responsible for organising the botanists participated in the project.
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The 125th anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Herbarium. The “Herb-
arium Review” project completed with two publications, namely a revised edition of the Ch-
eck List of Hong Kong Plants and the picture book Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong.
The Herbarium also began the compilation of a new Flora of Hong Kong by inviting local
plant taxonomists and collaborating with the botanists of the South China Institute of Botany.




BetlhH)\ - EYREAREE - HENE
SHEPURB RN B AR M HRADREHE
VDA R IEN - FTLIEER A HREIRSE &
g AR Y ER AV TE S © RN IR A
1BYRcEk » TR EBILLE: ¥ 493,10078 K #EHY
MEESRIEY) » RRE2,100B 2 ALt mFE -

Hong Kong, though small in size, is diverse in its
flora. The major vegetation of Hong Kong belongs to
the evergreen broad-leaved forest of the subtropics.
Besides those representatives of south China, many
species typical of the Southeast Asian tropical flora are seen here at the limit of their northern dis-
tribution range. Species new to Hong Kong have constantly been recorded. Up till now, approx-
imately 3,100 species and varieties of vascular plants have been recorded in Hong Kong and
2,100 of which are native species.
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The Hong Kong Herbarium is responsible
for collection, identification and curation of the
plant specimens of the Hong Kong flora. Plant
collectors of the Herbarium regularly visit various
parts of Hong Kong to collect new plant speci-
mens. Some of the sites visited are very re-
mote where there is no road and path. The best
reward of their hard work is the discoveries of

new plant species.
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The majority of the plant specimens are kept in form of dry pressed specimens while some are
preserved in alcohol. Pressed specimens should be properly mounted onto cardboard to display the
leaf arrangement, the flowers and the fruits. The specimens should be treated to ensure that they are
free of pests before storing in cabinets. Identification of specimen is the crucial step for the operation 1
of the herbarium. Previously identified specimens and relevant botanical references are the essential |
tools for the identification. The identified specimens are systematically arranged and stored in cabinets.
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Paper capsule: Loose items or
parts removed for dissection can

| be kept in the capsule.
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The Hong Kong Herbarium is now located
at the Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices in
Kowloon. There are some 39,000 specimens, 200
of which are type specimens making the Her-
barium regionally important. The Herbarium provides general botanical advisory services
to members of the public. Individuals who are keen on study of plants are welcome to visit
the Herbarium to refer to the botanical references. Group visits (up to 20 persons) to the
Herbarium can also be arranged by prior appointment.
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The Hong Kong Herbarium, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department

Tth Floor, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.
Tel : (852)21506900 hitp:/fwww.hkherbarium.net




