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What are trees?
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Trees are perennial woody plants with a single erect trunk, growing to a
height of 3 m or more, and obtaining a certain size of crown.

Shrubs are also perennial woody plants, but are usually smaller, short-
stemmed, forming a clump with many branches and lacking a definite
crown and trunk.
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Some interesting facts about trees iR {5 i % Pt
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» Trees are the longest living organisms on earth. & \ -
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» The world's tallest tree %mﬁ m” M , \
reaches 110 m or above pine in the USA). :

(the coast redwood in Wm .,; z .
California, US) which is Rk 5
approximately equivalent to a 45-storey building.
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Trees are good!
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Most trees in cities or communities are planted to provide greenery,
landscape and shade. In fact, they also serve many other functions:
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Environmental Functions 3% ) §E
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_ p Trees keep our air supply fresh
by absorbing carbon dioxide (COz2)
P and releasing oxygen (O2).
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» Trees provi Eth e ' 3 » Tree roots stabilize the soil and
nrgams}r:'ls with food 1"\ f ~ prevent erosion. Trees also
living shelter. Thnpmvawater quality by
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wing ﬁnd filtering rain
water as protecting
freshwater ecosystem.
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Amenity and Social Benefits
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» Broadleaved trees provide shade, greenery

and leisure places.
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Camphor Trees along Haiphong Road,
Tsim Sha Tsui
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» Roadside trees can serve as noise
screen or dust filter.
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» Some special trees are often associated with cultural or historical connotations
(e.g. the Wishing Tree in Lam Tsuen and Fung Shui Woodlands in the New
Territories) or used as names of places (e.g. Cotton Tree Drive).
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Wishing Tree ¥ B

The threats on trees
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Illegal exploitation 3 ERE

Certain trees (e.g. Incense tree & Buddhist pine ) have economic value and

may be subject to illegal exploitation.
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Land clearance for development
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Unfortunately, trees are sometimes seen as an
obstacle to development. They may be illegally
cleared to facilitate development proposal.
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Unauthorized excavation and cultivation
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Trees may be removed and the land excavated
for cultivation. The stability of the slopes
will also be adversely affected.
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Trees in Hong Kon
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Many tree species have been introduced from other regions into Hong Kong

Located along the northern fringe of the tropics, Hong Kong has about 700 : . g
B 5 o 5 -l : for various purposes such as erosion control or amenity.

native and introduced tree species. The majority are broadleaved trees FOMREER AR EEE  BEBLATHEARZCEEERE

although some examples of conifers are also found here.
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Native species Z<it &
These are the tree species occurring naturally in our countryside.
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» Examples of common native trees
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Melalewca quinquenervia
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Sterculia lanceolata BHE Machilus chekiangensis 315

Schima superba R H Schefflera heptaphyllo ¥ 5 (MEx)

P Examples of rare and precious species
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Spathodea campanulata
KB

Lagerstroemia speciosa KR M

Keteleeria fortunei

Rhodoleia championii 8LIEHE Pinus elliottii T (858



Let’s care for our trees!
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Trees are public assets 8 A2 2 B8 E

All trees on government lands, whether they are in parks or countryside, are
public assets. They have environmental and social benefits and therefore
deserve our care and appreciation.
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Tree felling applications & # A ) i

If there is indeed a justified need for felling tree, an application should first be
submitted to the relevant District Land Office for consideration (except
emergency situation).
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Report illegal tree felling case! B EMEMA !

Tree felling on government land without lawful authorisation shall be guilty
of an offence. The offender is liable to a fine and imprisonment. Any suspected
illegal tree felling case should be reported immediately to the Police or the
government hotline 1823,
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want to know more about trees?
BETREAZE?

Hong Kong Herbarium F##ENHEE
http:/ / www.hkherbarium.net
Shing Mun Arboretum %P #2#
http:/ / www.afed.gov.hk / conservation / chi/shing_mun_arboretum.htm
The Country Park Tree Walks 38 2 E i <& 8 &
http:/ / parks.afcd.govhk / newparks / chi/ hiking / twalk / twalk.htm
Urban parks under management of Leisure and Cultural Services Department
WREEVIERERTHTELE
http:/ / www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/ls_park.php
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