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The most well known Syzygium species is Java
Apple (Syzygium samarangense), for the fleshy and juicy
fruits which are very tasty. A very similar plant called .
the Rose Apple (Syzygium jambos) commonly occurs:
in the countryside of Hong Kong. It is believed t
the species has been introduced to Hong Kong anc
now naturalised. Syzygium species, mostly shrubs n
trees of the Myrtaceae, feature opposite leaves on
branches, besides the showy bell-shaped flowers and
fleshy fruits. The fleshy fruits are food for local wildlif
Hong Kong, Syzygium species are commonly seen alol
rural villages, in fung shui woods and secondary fores
Some species were introduced from tropical areas
food and landscape purposes. Described here are sol
common species of Syzygium. Can you recognize therr
without flowers or fruits?




7~1# Box-leaved Syzygium
Syzygium buxifolium
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Shrub or small tree. Young branchlets blackish brown
| when dry. Leaf blade leathery, elliptic to broadly obovate,
| apex rounded or obtuse, base broadly cuneate or obtuse,
glandular abaxially, lateral veins many and dense, oblique,
| intramarginal vein close to margin. Cymes terminal. Fruit
| globose. Native species, in thickets and secondary forests.
| Uses: timber, edible (fruit), brewage.
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Syzygium championii
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Shrub to small tree. Young branchlets 4-angled. Leaf
blade leathery, narrowly elliptic to elliptic, apex acute, usu-
ally with a cusp, base broadly cuneate, lateral veins many
and dense, nearly horizontal, intramarginal vein close to
margin. Cymes terminal, sometimes axillary, flower buds
clavate. Fruit long-ellipsoidal, red. Native species, in sec-
ondary forests.
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Syzygium cumini
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Tree. Young branchlets greyish white when dry. Leaf blade
leathery, broadly elliptic to narrowly elliptic, apex rounded or
obtuse, with a short cusp, base broadly cuneate, rarely round-
ed, both surfaces with many small glands, lateral veins many
and dense, slightly oblique, intramarginal vein close to margin.
Thyrses axillary or on old branchlets, occasionally terminal.
Fruit ovoid or urceolate. Introduced species and cultivated as
roadside trees, used in landscaping.



g2 K#E Dk Hance’s Syzygium
Syzygium hancei

NEBABHEK ~ ALE - EARNBAR - BEARE  HEBE -
B#ZEG 28 - FEAERRBE AR - SCimsEsiigR -
BERERBKE  ELHM/NT TRBAIRE - AAKLI60° FAEHN
L BARELITIEA - BETEFIRAE @ BB BE 0 R - AL ER
POREMA » BAMPRBE R - FENREBBSSHA/) - 2EKARSHA
NRTEF/NEYNRE - BZ : M -

Shrub or tree. Young branchlets reddish brown. Bark brown, usually with
vertical cracks. Leaf blade leathery, elliptic to narrowly oblong or obovate,
apex obtuse or slightly acute, base broadly cuneate or narrow, with many
small impressed glands, lateral veins slightly oblique, at an angle of 60° with midvein, intramarginal vein
close to margin. Thyrses axillary, petals distinct. Fruit globose. Native species, common in secondary
forests, very common in fung shui woods. Fruit of this species is much smaller than that of the Rose Apple.
It is consumed by birds and other fung shui wood animals like the Masked Palm Civet. Uses: timber.
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Mk Rose Apple
Syzygium jambos
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Tree. Leaf blade leathery, lanceolate or oblong, apex long
acuminate, base broadly cuneate, with many small pellucid
glands adaxially, lateral veins obviously prominent abaxially,
oblique, at an angle of 45° with midvein, form intramarginal vein
close to margin, reticulate veins conspicuous. Cymes terminal.
Fruit globose, pale yellow when ripe, pericarp fleshy. Cultivated
and naturalised, common beside villages or in fung shui woods.
Uses: landscaping, reinforcing dyke, windbreak, edible, herbal

medicine.

LLI5E#E Levine’s Syzygium
Syzygium levinei
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Shrub to tree. Young branchlets greyish white when dry.
Leaf blade leathery, elliptic or ovate-elliptic, apex acute, base
broadly cuneate, both surfaces with minute glands, lateral veins
oblique, at an angle of 45° with midvein, intramarginal vein close
to margin. Thyrses terminal or axillary on apex of branchlets.
Fruit subglobose, black when ripe. Native species, in forests.

Uses: timber.
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Syzygium rehderianum

|

BAZNERK - BEALE - LRBE - ERIX
B X2E - REVEREEY  fRERE
[EXKINEMATE - BRI - ZIRE - AIARLL507
FAMFA - BIRIGTIEG  BRRERTEFRE - 1t
WERIER  RIEBEMIPH - BENALE  £R
REMRBEKMAS - B : MH -

Shrub to small tree. Young branchlets red,
brown when dry, old branchlets greyish brown. Leaf
blade leathery, elliptic to narrowly elliptic, apex with
an acumen which can reach 1 cm, base broadly
cuneate, with many small glands, lateral veins
oblique, at an angle of 50° with midvein, intramarginal
vein close to margin. Thyrses axillary, petals united into a
calyptra. Fruit ellipsoidal-ovoid. Rare native species, in
secondary forests or fung shui woods. Uses: timber.

7Bk Java Apple

Syzygium samarangense
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Tree. Leaf blade thin leathery, elliptic to oblong,
apex obtuse or slightly acute, base narrow, rounded
or slightly cordate, with many minute glands abaxially,
lateral veins oblique, at an angle of 45° with midvein,
intramarginal vein conspicuous, with secondary
ones. Cymes terminal or axillary. Fruit pear-shaped
or conoidal, fleshy, pink, sheeny. Introduced species
and cultivated as roadside trees, used in landscaping.
Fruit fragrant, edible.
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