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. Hong ,Kong has a very 'l(mgh history of botanical
- studies. New ﬁmes JA&V ve been coﬂsia‘ﬁﬂy drscovercd*
| R e e “h'r Hdng IQ’ong"fot the Nast 150 _years? This not orﬂ'y .
%‘}éﬁmﬂ(abwmi—) : - - — mﬂwateS‘ the ghplagf dwcrsxty in Hong Kong, but
R /1ong Kong Botanical Garden (ca. 1870) also relnes on thesgontinuous efforts of researchers in
“botanical exp]o‘ralmn Amongst the new spcc1cs dm.overed m*Hong Kong besides thosemamed after
their characteristics or persons, there are 16 species named after Hong Keong, with*the specific epithet
as either hongkongensis or hongkongense. Both epithets were formerly used butathe /nternational
Code of Botanical Nomenclature recommends only the former Introduced here are‘the speeies named
after Hong Kong. How many of them ‘ean you recogmse:‘.“ : - s‘gx
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% ki& & Polygala hongkongensis Hemsley
i 2 # (Polygalaceae)
##, % 45 Discovered 1847-1850

AP 1847E18504F ). G. ChampionfEF s B AL L
BHARE - BERMTNEIEAEGELR » FI5ES0
A - BEH  BER A - O - fEAmEEEm o 338 - 9
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BF ~ 200~ WL - TIPG -~ W WIR R ErRth A A - Bk
b HFEBEHEREERSIIMEEEBIEY S -

J. G. Champion first discovered this species in Victoria
Peak, Hong Kong Island between 1847 and 1850. It is an
erect herb or subshrub growing in forest, 15 to 50 cm tall,
with thin stems. Leaves alternate, oval in shape. Flowers
are white or purple, with 3 petals. Capsule almost
spherical, with wide wings. Recorded in Hong Kong
Island, Ma On Shan and Tai Mo Shan. Distributed also in
Jiangsu, Anhui, Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Fujian, Hunan and
Guangxi. Besides, Polygala glomerata and four further
species of Polygala have been recorded in Hong Kong.




% 4 88 Rhododendron hongkongense Hutchinson
4+ 88 . # (Ericaceae)

338 % 4 Discovered 1847-1850

AFEA 18475 18504E [ ). G. ChampionfE 7 i i L & 8
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J. G. Champion first discovered this species in Hong
Kong between 1847 and 1850 but was identified as
another species at that time. Later, it was described as a
new species and named after Hong Kong in 1930.
Evergreen shrubs, 1 to 4 m tall, many-branched. Flowers
white or pinkish, 2 to 3 c¢cm long. Flowering in April.
Growing in thin forests or streams. Recorded in Happy
Valley, Mount Nicholson, Ma On Shan and Lantau Island.
Distributed also in Guangdong. Other native

Rhododendrons occurring in Hong Kong include
Rhododendron championae, R. farrerae, R. moulmainense,

R. simarum and R. simsii.
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% & Camellia hongkongensis Seemann
&L £ # (Theaceae)

334 % 4% Discovered 1849
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J. Eyre first discovered this species in 1849 when three
individuals were found in a ravine in Hong Kong Island. It
was subsequently found in several localities of the Island in
thin forests. Slow growing evergreen trees, up to 10 m tall.
Flowers red, sessile, 5 to 7 cm in diameter. Flowering from
December to February of the following year. It is the only
native Camellia with red flowers in Hong Kong. Recorded
in Victoria Peak, Pok Fu Lam, Mount Nicholson and Mount
Parker. Also distributed in Guangdong. China is famous for
her numerous Camellia species, among which Camellia
crapnelliana and C. granthamiana are beautiful native

species first discovered in Hong Kong.




% %@ B L Dendrobenthamia hongkongensis (Hemsley) Hutchinson
JL £ & # (Cornaceae)

330 %4 Discovered 1850
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J. G. Champion first discovered this native species in

Hong Kong Island in 1850s. It was named after Hong
Kong in 1888. It is very rare and recorded only in a
few locations within ravine forests with high humidity.
Evergreen trees, up to 25 m tall. Flowers composed of
four, white, elliptic bracts. Flowering in May and June.
Recorded in Mount Parker, Victoria Peak, Shing Mun,
Tai Mo Shan and Lantau Peak. Distributed also in
Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Hunan, Fujian, Guangdong,
Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan, and Sichuan.

% R i¥ & Pavetta hongkongensis Bremekamp
% % # (Rubiaceae)

3+38 % 4% Discovered 1850

AHERIBE AL 1 85047 i KB A H%F (C. Wright) 7E
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RENXER"#MKE" - 1688 - T6/FK - BERTE - R
BEME - EEF - AHERER R - ERLEA T
SRAEHE D - fgE ~ BE - VY - ERAIERERE AN -

American collector Charles Wright first collected the type
specimen of this species in Hong Kong Island in 1850s but
it had not been described as a new species and named after
Hong Kong until 1934. Leaves opposite and papery, with
numerous spots of nitrogen-fixing bacteria throughout the
leaf lamina (easily seen by putting the leaves against
sunlight), hence the folk name "Starry Sky" or "Dusty
Stars". Flowers white, as an inflorescence crowded near the
apex of branches. This species is an attractive ornamental
plant flowering in summer. It is a very common shrub in
thin forests or thickets. Distributed also in Hainan,

Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan and Philippines.




£ # Piper hongkongense Hatusima
# e $# (Piperaceae)
3. % ¢4 Discovered 1850
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GorAn - FosEaERE LS - (L R R =5 A4 U
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The type specimen was first collected by B. Seemann in
Hong Kong Island around 1850. Climbers to several
metres long, usually climbing on trees or rocks in
thickets or forests. Plant dioecious. Flowers unisexual.
Drupe globose. Recorded in Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo
Shan, Ma On Shan and Sunset Peak. Distributed also in
Hainan, Guangdong and Guangxi. Other native Piper

species include Piper cathavanum, P. hancei and P.

sarmentosum.
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% ik B N\ & Artabotrys hongkongensis Hance
# 54 # (Annonaceae)

%38 % 4% Discovered 1853
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Botanist H. F. Hance first discovered this species in

Mount Gough in 1853. Scandent shrubs, up to 6 m long.

Flowers fragrant, pale green to pale yellow. Petals thick.
Flowering from April to July. Fruit ellipsoidal, black

when dry. Growing in dense forests or ravines at altitude
of 300 to 500 m. Locally recorded in Mount Parker,
Happy Valley, Tai Tam, Lam Tsuen, Fanling, Sheung
Shui, Yuen Long and Lantau Island. Distributed also in
Hainan, Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan, Guizhou, Hunan
and Vietnam. Artabotrys hexapetalus, an introduced
species, is commonly cultivated in gardens and rural

areas locally.




W FAZ (Z A& Rhaphidophora hongkongensis Schott
% % 8 # (Araceae)

33 %4 Discovered 1860
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H. F. Hance first collected the type specimen of this species in
Hong Kong Island around 1860. Epiphytic lianas, climbing on trees
or stone walls in forests. Stem fleshy and cylindric, with air roots
opposite to petiole. Leaves thick, usually falcate-elliptic. Recorded
in Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Ng Tung Chai, Ma On Shan,
Bride's Pool, Castle Peak and Lantau Island. Distributed also in
Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan, Myanmar, Laos,
Vietnam, Thailand and Kalimantan.
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%% & # Tainia hongkongensis Rolfe
# #1 (Orchidaceae)

338 % 4% Discovered 1879
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The type specimen of this species was first collected by Charles
Wilford in 1879 in Happy Valley Woods, Hong Kong Island.
Pseudobulbs ovoid, leaf oblong, up to 26 cm, with plicate veins.
Flower scape emerging from pseudobulb base, flower yellowish green
with purplish brown dots and stripes. Growing in forests on slopes and
roadsides in mountains. This species is common in Hong Kong.
Distributed in Guangdong and Fujian. Two further native Tainia

species occurring in Hong Kong are Tainia dunnii and T. ruybarrettoi.
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¥ Citrus sinensis
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Scientific Names of Plants

Plant species are in rich diversity all over the
world. Given the different language systems used,
different countries or regions have their own
commonly used plant names. Therefore. a plant
may be assigned different names in different
areas. For instance, in China, Sweet Orange
(Citrus sinensis) is known as “juzi” (f& 1) in the
southern provinces, while it is called “guanggan™
(f&#f) in Sichuan and Zhejiang, and “guangju”

B ISR Pods of Pisum sativum

WZE4H > AW H T SCFRAG B
R (RS Bicitrus  fruitsit) i 4 /3
Citrus) - B Z 1 Filf —ERFE - REE
Ao AR - N B AR RIS - Bl - Citrus
sinensis 15t & A $E$L T F i sinofP 45 ) Y
A5 HY > Pisum sativum [%i 5] A9 2 C S W]
B B (sativus B ¢ FE1Y) - Callipteris escu-
lentum’2 7] {i£ £ ] (1) (esculentus B £ ] - {HE A
T IEFEEEATT 1) - MIRheum officinale J& FL 3
JAE Y (officinalis fif 1F2E 5 FIAY) -
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Bauhinia blakeana Dunn =
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Z 8- it — TR A (] B FERY &
¥} Hinhttp://www.hkherbarium.net) » LFF/RE A
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(J&#%) in Hunan. The inconsistency of plant names
not only causes confusion in plant taxonomy, but
also hampers international academic exchange.

To avoid the above problems, the international
botanical community has adopted scientific
names, which are in Latin, as a global standard.
The use of words in any other language should be
Latinised first for the sake of consistency.
scientific ~ names

Internationally  accepted




basically follow the binominal nomenclature
developed by Swedish scientist Linnaeus. As the
word “binominal” suggests, a plant’s scientific
name is made up of two Latin words.

B HITEZ: Flower of Pisum sativum

You may wonder why Latin is used in scientific
names. In fact, it is a customary practice for
botanists to name plants in Latin since a wealth
of knowledge and understanding about plants
has been built up in science. After all, Latin was
the common language used among academics for
their writings and exchange of ideas throughout
the Middle Ages. To ensure the accuracy,
consistency and continuity of plant names,
modern nomenclature continues to use
established botanical Latin terms. Scientific
names also have legal and scientific status. For
instance, for the plants specified under the
Forestry Regulation, subsidiary legislation to
Chapter 96 of the Laws of Hong Kong, only the
scientific names are regarded as their proper
names, and the English and Chinese common
names are for reference only. Nowadays, all
academics follow the International Code of
Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN). For any article
published in a scientific journal, the author must
use the same Latin scientific name to refer to the
same species to ensure accuracy.

Today, many Latin roots of plant names can still
be seen in scientific terminology. For instance,
in the term “citrus fruits”, Citrus is the generic
name of the species. The words used in
scientific names have specific meanings and are
therefore easy to remember and instrumental to
the learning and understanding of plants. The
following are some examples: Citrus sinensis
(Sweet Orange) is a citrus plant from China (the

Latin root “sino” means China); Pisum sativum

(garden pea) is a cultivated species (“sativus™
means cultivated); Callipteris  esculentum
(vegetable fern) is edible (“esculentus™ means
edible, but a plant’s edibility must be properly
examined before eating it): and Rheum officinale
(rhubarb) has medicinal use (“officinalis”™ means
used in medicine).

According to the ICBN, the scientific name of
a plant species comprises two Latin words (under the
binominal nomenclature with the generic name and
specific epithet as the two necessary components).
The full standard format includes the generic name,
specific epithet and authority. The first letter of the
generic name is capitalised. while that of the specific
epithet is not. The authority can be cited according
to international practice. Scientific names are
commonly printed in italic type or underlined. For
example, the full scientific name of Bauhinia, used
as Hong Kong’s regional emblem, is Bauhinia

blakeana Dunn.

HEEH] Bauhinia blakeana

It is said that every Swedish student knows the
scientific names of one hundred plant species
commonly found in their country. In this good
tradition of paying tribute to Linnaeus, these
students are provided with a solid foundation to
learn science. When appreciating the beauty of
the botanical world, you might try to memorise
the scientific names of some of the species
(available from the Hong Kong Plant Database at
http://www.hkherbarium.net). Perhaps you will
gain a new understanding of them.




% 8 & Dysoxylum hongkongense (Tutcher) Merrll
&7 (Meliaceae)

378 % 4% Discovered 1903

AFER 1903 4E RS (W. J. Tutcher) fEFHEEMAIL
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W. J. Tutcher first collected this species in 1903 from
Mount Parker, Hong Kong Island. Growing in lowland

broad-leaved evergreen forests. Evergreen trees, up to
25 m high. Flowers white, with 5 petals. Capsule
subglobose. Recorded in Victoria Peak, Mt. Parker,
Cape D'Aguilar, Ma On Shan and Ng Tung Chai.
Distributed also in Hainan, Guangdong, Guangxi and

Yunnan.

% kB4 Impatiens hongkongensis Grey-Wilson
&40 £ # (Balsaminaceae)
# 34 % 4 Discovered 1925

Grey-WilsonfiA 1978 R FEMEEA T R R id - A
FEf 19254 L. Gibbs{E AN E e BT - EFEAERE
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15022 10K | LA i3 - (5] 3 UALAE 7 #8500 EF i
R fEfle -
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Grey-Wilson first described this new species in 1978,
based on a specimen collected by Mr. L. Gibbs who
first discovered this species in Tai Po in 1925. This
species is known only from Hong Kong and
Shenzhen. Perennial herbs, up to 60 cm. Flowers
large, pale yellow, with red or reddish-purple
blotches at throat. Growing along stream beds and in
ravines, at altitude of 150 to 210 m. A local species
commonly seen in rural areas is /mpatiens chinensis,
featuring red flowers.




% 4 & Spiranthes hongkongensis S. Y. Hu & Barretto
# # (Orchidaceae)

%38 % 4% Discovered 1976

AMHHAFTEM L RAEkL EEFEBEELRE £
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The species was first described by its discoverers S. Y.
Hu and G. Barretto in 1976. Plants 13 to 30 cm tall.
Leaves indistinctly petiolate. Flowers small and hairy,
petals purplish red, pink, or white. Growing in forests or
shrubs, wet grasslands. Recorded in Tsz Wan Shan, Shing
Mun, Sai Kung, Lantau Island and Lamma Island.
Distributed in Guangdong, Guizhou, Yunnan, Zhejiang,
Fujian, Shandong, Japan and Australia. Spiranthes
sinensis, a species with glabrous flowers and known
from South China as early as 1800s, is common in Hong

Kong.
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% tk4a & Asarum hongkongense S. M. Hwang & T. P. Wong-Siu
& # 4 # (Aristolochiaceae)

338 % 4% Discovered 1988
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This rare endemic species was first discovered by Mr.
Chow Ping in 1988 in Lantau Island with one small
wild population, and later published as a new species
by Prof. S. M. Hwang of South China Institute of
Botany and Ms. T.P. Wong-Siu of Hong Kong
Herbarium. It is the only representative of the genus
Asarum in Hong Kong. Perennial herbs, with long
prostrate rhizomes. Leaves ovate-heart-shaped, glossy
above, petioles very long. Flowers companulate,
purplish green. Flowering from April to July. Growing
in thickets or thin forests, at altitudes of 500 to 800 m.




% ez 3 Balanophora hongkongensis K. M. Lau, N. H.Li & S. Y.
# % # (Balanophoraceae)

%3 % 4% Discovered 1991
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o3 ARERE

This endemic species was first discovered in Castle Peak
in 1991. After many years of study, botanists K. M. Lau,
N. H. Li, and S. Y. Hu in 2003 confirmed it a species new
to science. A flowering herb parasitic on other plants,
with Bauhinia championii being one of the confirmed
host. Dioecious, the staminate and carpellate plants grow
in close proximity to each other. Flowering plants are
orange-red and thus becoming conspicuous.
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% % k% € Begonia hongkongensis F. W. Xing
R4 i % (Begoniaccae)

%3, F 14 Discovered 1997

AEREAETEE G RIVITHFEEMHF
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% - ACBNAIUENOEE - i exat -

This endemic species was first discovered in Tuen
Mun in 1997. A flowering dioecious herb with white
flowers. Growing in wet places. Four other species
of Begonia are also known from Hong Kong with

pink or white flowers.




% % v % 1& Syndiclis hongkongensis N. H. Xia, Y. F. Deng & K. L. Yip
1% 4t (Lauraceae)
)
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This endemic species was first discovered
in Tai Mo Shan in 2005. Tree to 20m tall.
Distinguished by its small flowers with 6
perianth-lobes and fertile stamens. Fruit
globular, rusty-scurfy outside. Growing in
forests. The only species of Syndiclis
known in Hong Kong.

Discovered 2005

FAE YA T H A 2 How is a New Plant Species Named?

I I‘fr}‘ £ ’ 7 WAARZSHRERAE - fHYE Ever since Linnaeus, botanists commonly form new
'fﬂ"( KEFHTEILS - fE} scientific names by employing prominent morphological

fkitiKandelia obovata » [Kl  features of a plant species. The specific epithet of Kandelia
ot {,nlm\ ate) » i H A4,  obovata, for instance, indicates that the leaves of the species

U FHIEEBWE - HEFH (B4 are obovate in shape. Plants could also be named after its
=1 ’m {ilanthus fordiii H Charles discoverers and collectors (for example, dilanthus fordii was
Fnrd!}’fl‘iﬂu&;m SIS B Y WFFE 5 & first discovered by Charles Ford) as well as those
sty EE A (Pl AN FE4E i Bauhinia  contributed to botanical studies (Bawhinia blakeana was

‘N 1B+ Bk A named after the former Governor Sir Henry and Lady Blake

/7/(11\('(1”(1 3 T[_Z /__l'\ {
HEEHEPYPENE

Arundinaria \himinwiunuHIJ' 58559  Botanieal Garden, whereas Arundinaria shiuvingiana was

Wk : 0 & 9£ 47 forwtheir contributions and support to the Hong Kong

M-S HEEYITIEERD named in honour of Prof. Shiu-ying Hu for her contribution
It ‘{/l ﬂlf”)”‘?t “Hld“ EHifEY) to thesstudy of Hong Kong flora).

R MBS M EE - B Moreover, botanists also name speeies after the place of
Y 4 - WA T dE K 3E(Pavetta its first discovery or thethen knewn range of its distribution.
hongkongensis)S%4 1 G4 |

£ A’ [;’ B E A #i{H% 2 means from Hong Kong) was first discovered in Hong Kong,
R~ R - BEPY - B RIEREA
3 Iuj fEdh » #MEH(Celtis sinensis) Guangxi, Yunnan and the Philippines. Celtis sinensis
i Jm A = BJ
AR - FEE P4 Ei 3 distribution within the country, the specific epithet is derived
g 46 L) 3 7 4 7 x'fs‘? f/IHJT'

» (HH Z 831  new discoveries in their distribution, such species may be no

= A A For instance, Pavetta hengkongensis (the specific epithet

L H although it was later known from Hainan, Guangdong,

EEHTPE & f‘“' 4 45%] (Chinese Hackberry), a native plant of China with a natural

] "l oV ZF A frem the word "sino", meaning from China. Although, with

yciod Papet

b Iy S sk ffl@i/!{ [ » [Afi7 5 EL ~longer censidered endemic to the geographical areas where

=

they ‘were first discovered, those -mames with the specific

«f on Rec

epithet referring to a location or region may have interesting

- REEE (FH HEEYTE A ) stories behind their discoveries.
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