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Azaleas always arouse the interests of plant lovers. The azaleas cultivated at the Government House have
been popular and attracted many visitors during the open house every year. In fact, there are other popular spots
for appreciating azaleas such as Ma On Shan Country Park (for the native species) and the campus of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Azaleas have been the favourite of many well-known figuresin history of
China and the west. Chinese poet Bai Ju-yi called azaleas “the Shi-xi (who was considered one of the most
beautiful woman in Chinese history) among flowers’. Pioneer Chinese botanist Ching Ren-cheng entitled
azaleas “King of al flowers’. Among horticulturists in the west, most of them love azaleas and there was an
opinion that “a garden without Chinese azaleas is not agarden”, illustrating the keen interests in azaleas.
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Over 800 species of azaleas are known worldwide, mostly from Asia particularly China, home of about
600 species of azaleas. The botanical name Azalea is synonymous with Rhododendron; however, as a general
English term, azalea generally refers to the shrubby members of the genus Rhododendron. In Hong Kong, a
wide variety of Rhododendron is known, including both ornamental and native species. There are six species
native to Hong Kong. Some of these fascinating species are endemic to South China and were first discovered
in Hong Kong, such as Champion’s Rhododendron (Rhododendron championae) and Hong Kong Azalea
(Rhododendron hongkongense). This leaflet introduces some native azaleas in Hong Kong. Hope you could
know more about the treasure of our flora.

EEHES Champion’s Rhododendron

Rhododendron championae Hook.
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Evergreen shrubs to small trees, measure about 2 m. Young shoots, leaf and flower stalks (petiole) are
densely covered with stiff hairs. Leaves papery, spear-shaped or elongated oval spear-shaped. Flowers rose-red
or pale-pink, appearing in late spring or early summer, large and numerous, with attractive colour. Fruit in late
autumn, grey-brown when ripen. First discovered in Hong Kong Island in 1849. Localities: Victoria Peak, Ma
On Shan, Wu Kau Tang, Tai O, San Chaul. In forests. Distribution: Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, Hunan, Zhegjiang.

FREMEE Mrs Farrer’s Rhododendron

Rhododendron farrerae Tate
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Shrubs, about 1 mtall. Young shoots, young leaves, leaf stalksand flower
stalksare densely covered with long rusty soft hairs. L eaves|eathery in texture,
with prominent venation. Before the onset of new leaves, flowers bloom at
the tips of awhorl of shoots on top of the previous seasons's growth. The
pale red or violet flowers appearing very handsome when the whole shrub is
covered with the blooming red flowers. Flower in spring. Fruit in late autumn.
Locdlities: Hong Kong Iland, Ma On Shan, Sha Tau Kok, Lantau Island. On
hillslopes. Distribution: South & Central China.

&BHAES HongKongAzalea

Rhododendron hongkongense Hutch.
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Shrubs, measures 1 to 3 m in height. Leaves crowded at the ends of
small branches, reserved spear-shaped (oblanceolate), with glossy upper
surface but slightly powdery on lower surface. Flowers solitary in leaf axils,
bloomin April, white or with pale pink spottings. Fruit egg-shaped, ripensin
October. First discovered in Hong Kong Island between 1847 and 1850.
Localities: Happy Valley, Mount Nicholson, MaOn Shan, Lantau Island. On
hillslopes. Distribution: Guangdong.

FAES Westland’s Rhododendron

Rhododendron moul mainense Hook. f.
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Evergreen shrubs or small trees, up to 6 m in height.
Handsome tree shape. Shiny green leaves, thick leathery, oval-
shaped and widest near apex. Flowersin an umbel inflorescence
borne on top of branches, large, white or pink. Bloom in spring.
Fruit in autumn, dightly curved, with 6-angled along itslength.
Localities: Ma On Shan, Pat Sin Leng, Wu Kau Tang, Lantau
Island. In secondary forests. Distribution: Y unnan, Guizhou,
Guangxi, Guangdong, Hunan, Fujian. Indochina.

BEMES South China Rhododendron

Rhododendron simiarum Hance
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#1#1F% Red Azalea

Rhododendron simsii Planch.
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Shrubs, to 3 m tall. Shoots when young are densely
covered withrolled grey hairs, but later become hairless. Leaves
thick and stiff, crowded at the ends of branches, reversed spear-
shaped to much wider, with obtuse or rounded apexes ended
in small sharp tip; the upper surfaceis covered with rolled grey
hairs, but the lower surface is covered with a minutely woolly
coating and the prominent network-like veins. Flowers bloom
from April to early May, 4 to 6 clustered in form of umbels at
the top of branches, each funnel-shaped, pink with red spots at
first and turn lighter when fully-opened. Fruit egg-shaped, 1
cm long, frequently covered with red hairs. Localities: MaOn
Shan, Lantau Island. On hillslopes. Distribution: Hainan,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Hunan, Jiangxi, Fujian, Zhejiang.




A shrub commonly found along hillslopes. Flowersin
spring, covering the hillside with shiny red, against adense green
background giving a spectacular scene. Leaves are covered with
stiff rusty hairs. The flowers are funnel-shaped, bright red or
deep red, and the upper petal is spotted with reddish-purple
flecks. Theanthersare purple. Fruit acapsule, egg-shaped, with
thick hairs. This species features beautiful red colours and its
cultivars have been welcomed by gardeners of China and the
west. Localities: Common in Hong Kong. Distribution: Areas
south of Changjiang River. Vietham, Thailand.
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Conservation of Wild Rhododendron in Hong Kong

(1) SpeciesProtection: Under the Forests and Countryside Ordinance
(Cap. 96), damaging plantsin any forest or plantation on government
land is prohibited. Some rare and attractive plants, including the
species of Rhododendron, are specifically listed in the Forestry
Regulations (Cap. 96 sub. leg.) to control their sale or possession.
The maximum penalties for contravening the Regulations are
$25,000 fine and one year imprisonment.

(2) Habitat Protection: AFCD designates and manages the country
parks and special areas under the Country Parks Ordinance (Cap.
208) for the protection of natural habitats. Many rare plant
populations in Hong Kong, including those of Rhododendron
species, are located within country parks under statutory protection.
Natural habitats of certain Rnododendron species, such asthosein
Ma On Shan, San Chau and Lantau Peak on Lantau Island, have
been listed as Sites of Special Scientific Interests (SSSIs) to protect
the Rhododendron popul ations in such habitats.

Nature conservation requires your support and cooperation:

Observe and appreciate the beauty of the wild plants
Take only pictures of the plants
Never pick the flowers, fruits or other parts of the wild plants
Let them proliferate naturally in the wild
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